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works and motion pictures. Of the published works, the Copyright Act
stipulates that the deposit copies must be 'complete* and of the *best
edition.* A proof copy will not do, nor will a 'school edition' if a
trade edition or a de luxe edition is published simultaneously. If a
de luxe edition is published later, it need not be sent, but if it is
released at the same time as the trade edition it must be regarded
as 'the best/

When a contribution to a periodical or newspaper bears a sepa-
rate copyright notice, the complete copy of the issue in which it
appears must be deposited (not just a clipping). This applies also
to serial publications, of which a copy of each number must be de-
posited separately. (But see pages 33 and 116.) If a contribution to a
composite work (an article for an encyclopedia or symposium) bears
a separate copyright, the pages involved should be sent for deposit.
(There is no ruling in the Copyright Act on the mode of deposit
of contributions to composite works, but the practice of the Copy-
right Office is to accept the sheets containing the article, with appli-
cation form Al.)

Of works not reproduced for sale (unpublished works) the deposit
copy must be 'clean, legible, and fastened securely together/ It must
also have a title, corresponding to the title given in the application
for registration.

Although applications for the copyright registration of works re-
produced for sale cannot be filed until after the work is published,
the deposit copies of books may be forwarded to the Register of Copy-
rights as soon as they are available, preferably two or three weeks
before publication. For purposes of identification the Copyright Office
furnishes *Premature Deposit' slips. The copyright claimant, after re-
cording on it the approximate date of publication, places one slip in
each copy sent for deposit. The copies are then held in the Copyright
Office until the application and fee are filed. (This practice was begun
in 1943; before that copies were not acceptable until after publica-
tion.) The two copies for deposit should be sent in one package, not
separately and not at different times.

Deposit copies can be sent through the post office free of charge,
but no correspondence, application form, or fee may be included.
Publishers may prepare receipt forms to be filled in and signed fay
the postmaster: